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rural reality

BUILDING A BETTER RURAL FUTURE

Restoration of old machinery,
a specialist in vintage tractors

I PRECISION:: Eugene Kearney operates precision machinery in his
vintage tractor and machinery restoration workshop, near
Portglenone. FW-1D.

H

AVE you ever seen anything
quite like this?” said Eugene
Kearney rhetorically, with a
broad smile, drawing himself
up to his full height, dressed
as he was in a neat grey boiler suit.
We were standing under a row of
deciduous trees on his family farm near
Portglenone, with autumnal leaves
scattered all around and lots more still to
come down in the next big blow.
“No I haven’t, but I’m very impressed, I
replied, as I walked over to examine a
beautiful, soft red-painted vintage David
Brown tractor.
The original tax disc was placed under
the steering wheel just below a disc that
announced it was taxed until April next
year.
To my delight the old tax disc above it,
which was registered in County Antrim
and had ‘NI’ emblazoned in the centre
with the words ‘Expiring 31st Dec 1949’,
announced that the cost of taxation was
£2-00d!
“To think that this tractor, which looks
as if it could go on forever, was in action
when I was two years old,” I added with a
sharp intake of breath.
“I’ll tell you one better than that,”
remarked Eugene, who by this time had a
grin from ear to ear.
“I used to watch that tractor with open
admiration when I was a schoolboy, just
across the road from the Cistercian
Abbey farm in Portglenone.
“At the time I really wanted to own a
tractor like that and only last year I was
with a man in Pomeroy, County Tyrone,
who sells old vintage tractors to be
restored and I spotted the David Brown
that had been in the Abbey farm.
“I couldn’t believe I had accidentally
tracked down the actual tractor I had so
greatly admired as a young boy.
“Here it is and I couldn’t be
happier,” he added.
I couldn’t cap that story, but what
I did say was that the first tractor
my father bought when I went back
to farm at home in north Donegal
was a brand new gleaming white,
brown and red-painted David Brown
880 Selectamatic, which I loved
driving.
It had been a memorable part of my life
with which I had enormous pleasure
ploughing, spraying, cutting, trailing

“

Eugene Kearney's restoration of farm
machinery, developed over many years, is
now an impressive business on his family
farm, near Portglenone. Ian Harvey paid a
visit to this precision enterprise which
specialises in vintage tractors.
I MILLING:
The
restoration
of vintage
tractors and
machinery
involves the
use of a
wide range
of precision
machines
including a
milling
machine,
hydraulic
press and a
lathe.
FW-1E.

silage, linked to a circular saw to cut
paling posts and a hundred other uses.
Anyone who has driven a tractor will
know what I mean when I say you
become emotionally attached to the
machine; it almost becomes an extension
of your personality.
“That tractor I was told recently is still
going strong and as good as the day it
was bought in 1968-69,” I told Eugene, to
which he added that he could well
believe that since they were great

“When I restore tractors or
farm machinery for that matter,
one of my principles is to use
genuine or re-worked original
parts as replacement.”

I PRISTINE: A
restored Massey
135 and a Ford
Super Dextra,
now in mint
condition, grace
the yard at
Kearney Vintage
Tractors. FW-1A.
I FARMHOUSE::
Rosemount
Cottage is Eugene
Kearney’s family
farmhouse and
workshops where
he restores
vintage tractors
and machinery as
an on-farm
business. FW-1L.

tractors.
There was no doubt I was talking to a
real vintage tractor enthusiast and not
just someone who liked to talk about old
tractors and machinery, but someone
who knew what he was talking about,
first hand, from years of practical
experience.
Eugene, it turned out, had been
restoring and resurrecting vintage
tractors and farm machinery for years,
more as a hobby and had now made it
into a business called Kearney Vintage
Tractors.
The tractor parked beside it was no
ordinary machine either, it turned out to
be a vintage Fordson Standard and to my
utter amazement was apparently still in
good working order, despite its untouched, or as Eugene termed it,
‘hedgerow’ state. Apparently the original
owners came to visit it in Eugene’s yard
after he had discovered their name,
Beverland of Ballymoney, in faded
lettering on the bonnet.
Walking back to the main yard having
torn ourselves away from the ancient, I
was confronted by three more tractors

parked outside his main workshop shed
at Rosemount Cottage farm. One was a
mid 1960s Massey 35, further away was a
shiny Massey Ferguson 135 in mint
looking condition, but the tractor Eugene
proudly led me over to view was an
immaculate Fordson Super Dexta.
“This is my current pride and joy
because the owner asked me to restore it
to ‘Rolls Royce condition’ and that’s
precisely what I’ve done,” he explained,
almost reverently touching the perfect
bodywork.
I had a sudden memory flashback to
my year before Greenmount doing
farm-training on a County Antrim diary
farm, driving a Dexta with a rearmounted buck-rake, lifting load after
load of silage as it appeared in the yard
direct from the field. My job was to
buck-rake it into the silo which I had to
do at speed. I remember just how
lightweight, nippy and manoeuvrable the
Dexta was and the thrill of driving
something so agile. That was 47 years
ago.
“When I restore tractors or farm
machinery for that matter, one of my
principles is to use genuine or re-worked
original parts as replacement.
“I’m a stickler for detail, I hate leaving
anything undone, or not restored
perfectly.
“Of course there are times when it’s
better not to have a newly painted look, if
the original paintwork is there, but that’s
up to the owner, if it’s a requested
restoration job.
“This Super Dexta was a real pleasure to
restore because I could practise all my
skills of restoration to the full without
reserve.”
Eugene then led me into his main
workshop which had another row of
vintage tractors, not to mention a lathe,
milling machine, a hydraulic press and
dozens of tools and items of equipment
one would associate with machinery
engineering.
There was an undeniable atmosphere of
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 VINTAGE::
A late 1940s
David Brown
and an equally
elderly
Fordson
Standard,
bought as
‘hedgerow
tractors,’ await
the patient,
precise and
caring
restoration of
Kearney
Vintage
Tractors.
FW-1H.

 FABRICATION: Safely attired with a welding visor, Eugene
Kearney does a spot of welding, all part of his on-farm vintage
tractor and machinery restoration at Portglenone. FW-1F.

 GREY FERGIE: This vintage
traditional ‘wee grey Fergie’
tractor has received the quality
restoration treatment at Kearney
Vintage Tractors, Portglenone,
enthusiasts have come to
expect. FW-1U.

order, precision and care about the
interior of the workshop and I have to
say it was amply reflected in the entire
farmyard, its associated beautiful
gardens and Rosemount Cottage itself.
Before we went back to the farmhouse
for a cup of tea, I was given a tour of
his fabrication shed which was
equipped with over head rolling
gantries, welding gear and just about
everything one needs to do fabrication
repairs and creation.
“I made our front gates and railings,”
he informed me, almost as an
incidental aside, as we walked out to
inspect his treasure-trove of ancient
farm machinery waiting patiently at
the back of the sheds for time to
resurrect them.
Before we settled down at the
kitchen table, Eugene introduced me
to his wife Theresa who he told me,
sparing no blushes, had worked hard
on the farm looking after their three
children, now grown up, while he
worked off-farm full time.
“We used to be broiler breeder-layers
producing eggs for the broiler
industry, but that’s all gone now,
which Theresa looked after, not to
mention the garden and the bee
hives,” he added.
Theresa remarked: “I had to be at
home with the children at that time, so
it made sense to have an enterprise I
could manage from day to day on the
farm.”
Eugene picked up the story: “The
farm, which is in the townland of
Gortfad, meaning ‘long field’, was 42
acres when my father Patrick bought
it in 1953.
“The family had been farmers for
generations before that, not far away.
“This was a mixed farm when I was

young and when I finished school in
1966 I worked on farms for a few years
before I got a full-time off farm job.
“Even long after that we kept the
farm running with cattle, sheep, hens,
potatoes and cereals.
“I remember the first tractor I bought
was in 1974, that McCormick
International Harvester you saw in the
workshop, which still has the Hazlett
of Moneydig distributor’s plate on its
bonnet.
“Have you ever noticed that the IH
symbol on the tractor looks like a man
driving a tractor viewed from the front,
well that’s what the famous logo
designer, Raymond Loewy, had
intended it to look like, clever isn’t it,”
he added.
“When I retired from full time
employment in 2001 I continued to
keep the farm ticking over but began
to run the enterprises down, building
up my expertise in tractor and
machinery restoration.
“Three years ago I approached the
NER (North East Region) to find out
about the possibilities of funding to
help turn my hobby into a business.
“The local enterprise division of
Ballymena Council gave me a business
management course and I applied
through NER for EU RDP funding under
Axis 3 & 4, Quality of Life measures, to
help with tooling and equipment.
“Thanks to Nicola Murry and all the
staff at NER, I received lots of support
and advice and through them received
 LINE-UP: Sharing a vintage tractor
line-up for refurbishing and restoration is
a McCormick International Harvester
tractor bought by the Kearney family in
1974, still bearing the distributor’s plate
of Hazlett, Moneydig. FW-1V.

 SUPER DEXTA: With infinite
care, Eugene Kearney touches up
the minute detail of a lovingly
restored Ford Super Dexta which
has been given the Rolls Royce
treatment at Kearney Vintage
Tractors, Portglenone. FW-1B.

the funding I had applied for.
“Within the past year I have applied
again to get assistance to refurbish
and restore an old farm building,
creating an additional and essential
workshop, office and reception area.
“I can do most restoration work here
on the farm, but some engineering is
done through Ashgrove Engineering,
Portglenone, and body painting with
Main Surface Finishing, Dunloy.
“Some of my customers want fullblown restoration and some just want
clutch replacement or servicing, but I
only specialise in vintage and classic
tractors up to the 1970s.
“I’m a member of a group of local
vintage machinery and vehicle
enthusiasts which calls itself ‘Hawhorn’.
“Each year we meet and plan a
vintage event involving cars, trucks,
tractors and motor bikes and this time
our event and charity auction is
organised for November 17.
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 OLD FRIEND: Ready for restoration,
this late 1940s David Brown tractor,
which Eugene Kearney admired as a
schoolboy in Portglenone, was finally
tracked down in Pomeroy and bought.
FW-1K.

“We are raising money for Marie
Currie Cancer Care and this year we
are offering as a prize a Ferguson
Plough for the tractor exhibitor who
travels the furthest to reach the event.
“There will even be specially-baked
vintage tractor Christmas cakes on
sale, not forgetting our yearly
calendar, featuring photos of local
vintage
farm
machinery
and
associated characters.
“I’m glad to say that Hawthorn has
raised in excess of £15,000 for charity
in the past.”
For more information contact:
07866 369884
kearneyeugene@googlemail.com
www.kearneyvintagetractors.co.uk

Did you know?
 ACCORDING to ‘A
Lady’, the anonymous
author of the 1760
published cookbook ‘The
Art of Cookery made
Plain and Easy’, this is
the way to dress a fillet
of beef.
To dress a fillet of beef
“It is the inside of a
sirloin. You must
carefully cut it all out
from the bone, grate
some nutmeg over it, a
few crumbs of bread, a
little pepper and salt, a
little lemon-peel, a little
thyme, some parsley
shred small and roll it up
tight; tie it with a
packthread, roast it, put
a quart of milk and a
quarter of a pound of
butter into the drippingpan and baste it; when it
is enough, take it up,
untie it, leave a little
skewer in it to hold it
together, have a little
good gravy in the dish
and some sweet sauce
in a cup. You may baste
it with red wine and
butter, if you like it
better; or it will do very
well with butter only.
To stew a rump of beef
Having boiled it till it is
little more than half
enough, take it up and
peel off the skin: take
salt, pepper, beaten
mace, grated nutmeg, a
handful of parsley, a little
thyme, winter-savoury,
sweet marjoram, all
chopped fine and mixed
and stuff them in great
holes in the fat and lean,
the rest spread over it,
with two yolks of eggs,
save the gravy that runs
out, put to it a pint of
claret and put the meat
in a deep pan, pour the
liquor in, cover it close
and let it bake two hours,
then put it into the dish,
pour the liquor over it
and send it to table.”

Useful contacts
 Rural Development Council
028 8676 6980
 Rural Community Network
028 8676 6670
 Rural Support Line
0845 606 7607
 DARD Grants and Subsidies
Division 028 7131 9900
 Post Office Customer
Helpline 08457 223344
 Health Action Zone
028 8772 9017
 Farming Families Bureau
028 7930 1003

